[The biocompatibility of carbon nanotubes].
Carbon nanotubes (CNT) are well-ordered, high aspect ratio allotropes of carbon. The two main variants, namely single-walled carbon nanotubes (SWNT) and multi-walled carbon nanotubes (MWNT) both possess the characteristics of high tensile strength, ultra-light weight, and excellent chemical and thermal stability. They also possess the semi- and metallic-conductive properties. This startling array of features has led to many proposed applications in the biomedical field. However, it is only recently that information on toxicity and biocompatibility has become available. Herein is presented a review on the toxicity and biocompatibility of carbon nanotubes.